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continues to form with the South Caro-
lina community, and its national lead-
ership in areas of research and dis-
covery; most notably, the university’s 
research in biomedical technology, as 
well as fuel cell and hydrogen tech-
nology. I welcome Dr. Pastides’ and his 
wife Patricia’s dedication to these 
goals. 

I wish to thank Dr. Andrew Sorensen 
and his wife, Donna, for their remark-
able leadership of the university for 
the past 6 years. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

POST OFFICE CONGRESS 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, almost every 
morning I talk to my parents who are 
both in their 80s and are very inquisi-
tive about what goes on in Congress. 

Today, like most Mondays, I tell 
them we are working on postal legisla-
tion. I don’t really go further and tell 
them the legislation actually is just 
naming post office buildings through-
out the vast plains and prairies of 
America. After all, we have named 72 
Federal buildings in Congress. 

According to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, almost 30 percent of our legisla-
tion passed this Congress has been 
naming Federal buildings. Today I see 
we will be naming two more post of-
fices. 

Today Mom said she can’t even afford 
gas to get to the post office. Mr. Speak-
er, maybe this ‘‘Drill Nothing Con-
gress’’ should find more energy for 
Americans. Open up the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf to crude oil. Congress 
needs to get to work and solve the gas-
oline issue. We can name post office 
buildings at some other time. 

There has been enough talk about en-
ergy. Now action is demanded. How-
ever, it seems when all is said and 
done, more is said than done about the 
energy problem. Maybe we should re-
name our Congress the Post Office Con-
gress. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE 
PROGRAM AMENDMENTS ACT OF 
2008 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 5618) to reauthorize and amend 
the National Sea Grant College Pro-
gram Act, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5618 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Sea Grant College Program Amendments Act 
of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided 
therein, whenever in this Act an amendment 
or repeal is expressed in terms of an amend-
ment to, or repeal of, a section or other pro-
vision, the reference shall be considered to 
be made to a section or other provision of 
the National Sea Grant College Program Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1121 et seq.). 
SEC. 3. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Section 202(a) (33 U.S.C. 
1121(a)) is amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (1)(D) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(D) encourage the development of prepa-
ration, forecast, analysis, mitigation, re-
sponse, and recovery systems for coastal haz-
ards;’’; 

(2) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘‘program 
of research, education,’’ and inserting ‘‘pro-
gram of integrated research, education, ex-
tension,’’; and 

(3) by striking paragraph (6) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(6) The National Ocean Research Prior-
ities Plan and Implementation Strategy 
issued by the National Science and Tech-
nology Council’s Joint Subcommittee on 
Ocean Science and Technology on January 
26, 2007, identifies research priorities for 
compelling areas of interaction between so-
ciety and the ocean, and calls for the engage-
ment of a broad array of ocean science sec-
tors (government, academia, industry, and 
non-government entities) to address the 
areas of greatest research need and oppor-
tunity. 

‘‘(7) The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, through the national 
sea grant college program, offers the most 
suitable locus and means for such commit-
ment and engagement through the pro-
motion of activities that will result in great-
er such understanding, assessment, develop-
ment, utilization, and conservation. The 
most cost-effective way to promote such ac-
tivities is through continued and increased 
Federal support of the establishment, devel-
opment, and operation of programs and 
projects by sea grant colleges, sea grant in-
stitutes, and other institutions, including 
strong collaborations between Administra-
tion scientists and research and outreach 
personnel at academic institutions.’’. 

(b) PURPOSE.—Section 202(c) (33 U.S.C. 
1121(c)) is amended by striking ‘‘to promote 
research, education, training, and advisory 
service activities’’ and inserting ‘‘to promote 
integrated research, education, training, and 
extension activities’’. 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 203 (33 U.S.C. 
1122) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (11) by striking ‘‘advisory 
services’’ and inserting ‘‘extension services’’; 

(2) in each of paragraphs (12) and (13) by 
striking ‘‘(33 U.S.C. 1126)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(17) The term ‘regional research and in-

formation plan’ means a plan developed by 
one or more sea grant colleges or sea grant 

institutes that identifies regional priorities 
to implement the National Ocean Research 
Priorities Plan and Implementation Strat-
egy. 

‘‘(18) The term ‘National Ocean Research 
Priorities Plan and Implementation Strat-
egy’ means such plan and strategy issued by 
the National Science and Technology Coun-
cil’s Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science 
and Technology on January 26, 2007.’’. 

(b) REPEAL.—Section 307 of the Act enti-
tled ‘‘An Act to provide for the designation 
of the Flower Garden Banks National Marine 
Sanctuary’’ (Public Law 102–251; 106 Stat. 66) 
is repealed. 
SEC. 5. NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE PRO-

GRAM, GENERALLY. 
(a) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—Section 204(b) (33 

U.S.C. 1123(b)) is amended— 
(1) by amending in paragraph (1) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(1) sea grant programs that comprise a 

national sea grant college program network, 
including international projects conducted 
within such programs and regional and na-
tional projects conducted among such pro-
grams;’’; 

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) administration of the national sea 
grant college program and this title by the 
national sea grant office and the Administra-
tion;’’; and 

(3) by amending paragraph (4) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(4) any regional or national strategic in-
vestments in fields relating to ocean, coast-
al, and Great Lakes resources developed in 
consultation with the board and with the ap-
proval of the sea grant colleges and the sea 
grant institutes.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 
204(c)(2) (33 U.S.C. 1123(c)(2)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘Within 6 months of the date of en-
actment of the National Sea Grant College 
Program Reauthorization Act of 1998, the’’ 
and inserting ‘‘The’’. 

(c) FUNCTIONS OF DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL 
SEA GRANT COLLEGE PROGRAM.—Section 
204(d) (33 U.S.C. 1123(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘long- 
range’’; 

(2) in paragraph (3)(A)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(A)(i) evaluate’’ and in-

serting ‘‘(A) evaluate and assess’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘activities; and’’ and in-

serting ‘‘activities;’’; and 
(C) by striking clause (ii); and 
(3) in paragraph (3)(B)— 
(A) by redesignating clauses (ii) through 

(iv) as clauses (iv) through (vi), respectively, 
and by inserting after clause (i) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(ii) encourage collaborations among sea 
grant colleges and sea grant institutes to ad-
dress regional and national priorities estab-
lished under subsection (c)(1); 

‘‘(iii) encourage cooperation with Minority 
Serving Institutions— 

‘‘(I) to enhance collaborative research op-
portunities for faculty and students in the 
areas of atmospheric, oceanic, and environ-
mental sciences, and remote sensing; 

‘‘(II) to improve opportunities for, and re-
tention of, students and faculty from Minor-
ity Serving Institutions in the NOAA related 
sciences; and 

‘‘(III) to increase the number of such stu-
dents graduating in NOAA science areas;’’; 
and 

(B) in clause (iv) (as so redesignated) by 
striking ‘‘encourage’’ and inserting ‘‘ensur-
ing’’. 
SEC. 6. PROGRAM OR PROJECT GRANTS AND 

CONTRACTS. 
(a) EXEMPTION FROM LIMITATION ON COST 

SHARE.—Section 205(a) (33 U.S.C. 1124(a)) is 
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